ENJOY  SAFE  FLOATING 

Floating  on  the  Blackfoot  is  an  experience  of  adventure  and  thrills.  On  the  river  you  will  find  deep 
placid  pools  alternating  with  swift  current  and  a  number  of  rapids. 

At  various  times  of  the  year,  the  Blackfoot  can  be  extremely  dangerous  and  should  not  be 
underestimated.  The  42-mile  stretch  of  the  Blackfoot  River  from  Scotty  Brown  Bridge  to  Bonner 
drops  over  100  feet  farther  than  a  comparable  42  mile  stretch  of  the  Salmon  River  in  Idaho.  People 
have  lost  their  lives  on  the  Blackfoot  by  making  the  mistake  of  underestimating  its  power. 

Floating  is  hazardous  and  not  advised  during  the  spring  high  water  period,  which  is  usually  from 
late  May  through  mid  June.  The  popular  boating  period  is  July  through  September,  however,  the 
river  should  never  be  underestimated. 

When  the  water  is  low,  large  boulders  become  exposed.  Extreme  caution  should  be  used  at  this 
time. 

Most  floating  is  done  with  rubber  rafts;  however,  some  boaters  use  kayaks  and  canoes  or  special 
wooden  river  float  boats. 

By  law,  a  life  jacket  for  each  person  is  required  to  be  in  the  craft  and  children  under  12  years  old 
are  required  to  wear  them  while  on  the  water. 

Tie  all  loose  equipment  and  gear  to  the  boat.  If  you  capsize,  at  least  you  will  be  able  to  recover 
some  of  it. 

Be  especially  cautious  of  trees  that  have  fallen  across  the  river.  If  your  boat  should  be  pushed 
into  one  of  them,  you  may  find  yourself  in  imminent  danger  of  capsizing. 

Persons  lacking  experience,  proper  equipment,  or  knowledge  of  the  river  should  obtain  the 
services  of  a  licensed  outfitter  or  guide.  For  information  contact: 

Montana  Outfitters  and  Guides  Association 

P.O.  Box  631 

Hot  Springs,  MT  59845 

LAND  OWNERSHIP  —  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  majority  of  the  land  bordering  the  Blackfoot  River  is  under  private  ownership.  The 
landowners  along  the  river  from  River  Mile  40  (Missoula  County  Line)  to  River  Mile  66  (Johnsrud 
Park)  have  adopted  a  recreation  management  agreement  to  help  protect  both  the  river  and  their 
property  The  agreement  provides  for  camping,  hiking,  picnicking,  fishing,  and  floater  access  in 
designated  areas  only 

The  recreation  management  agreement  is  implemented  by  a  coalition  of  agencies,  private 
landowners,  organizations,  and  individuals  working  toward  a  common  goal  to  manage  the  river  and 
its  resources  for  responsible  public  use  and  enjoyment  while  trying  to  preserve  the  natural 
characteristic  of  the  river. 

Responsible  public  use  of  the  Blackfoot  River  will  help  assure  landowner  participation  in  making 
it  available  to  recreationists 

Special  regulations  to  follow  while  recreating  the  river  corridor  are:  Camp,  picnic,  build  fires, 
and  access  the  river  in  designated  areas  only.  Shooting  only  during  the  general  hunting  and 
waterfowl  season.  Do  not  trespass  outside  the  corridor  and,  with  respect  to  litter  and  garbage 
disposal,  “If  you  pack  it  in,  pack  it  out.”  PLEASE!  Do  not  deface  or  destroy  private  property  —  be 
considerate  of  other  recreationists  and  enjoy  yourselves. 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE 

The  Blackfoot  River  area  contains  deer,  bear,  and  many  other  wildlife  species.  The  observant 
floater  has  a  good  chance  of  seeing  eagles  in  the  upper  stretch  of  the  river. 

Information  concerning  bag  limits  and  seasons  for  hunting  and  fishing  may  be  obtained  from: 
Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Region  Two  Headquarters 
3309  Brooks  Street 
Missoula,  MT  59801 
(406)  721-5808 


RIVER  DISCHARGE 

River  discharge,  or  the  amount  of  flowing  water,  is  one  of  the  most  important  factors  to  be 
considered  by  the  floater.  There  is  a  relatively  narrow  range  of  discharge  that  gives  desirable  boating 
for  any  river.  Below  some  minimum  value  the  river  velocity  decreases,  the  rocks  become  more 
troublesome,  and  the  trip  is  difficult.  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale  is  the  flood  stage. 

The  river  changes  frequently  and  drastically  due  to  variation  in  flow  rate  and  shifting 
obstructions.  For  that  reason,  the  information  in  this  guide  should  be  considered  only  as  a  general 
indication  of  what  to  expect.  Individuals  who  wish  to  float  the  Big  Blackfoot  should  make  local 
inquiries  prior  to  each  trip. 
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NOTE:  Float  time  varies  with  the  volume  of  water  and  type  of  floating  craft.  However,  a  good  estimate 
to  use  is  approximately  30  minutes  per  mile. 

FISHING  TIPS 

Fly  Fisherman  —  A  salmon  fly 
can  be  effective  during 
most  of  the  late  spring  and 
early  summer.  A  renegade 
tied  to  a  #10  hook  can  be 
very  effective  late  in  the 
day.  Any  of  the  mites 
should  be  tried  when  all 
else  fails.  A  helpful  clue  is 
to  look  for  what  insects  are 
hatching.  There  seems  to 
be  a  hatch  of  some  insect 
species  going  on  durng 
most  of  the  fishing  season. 

Bait  Fisherman  —  Try  a  grass¬ 
hopper,  night  crawlers,  or 
garden  worms  weighted 
and  just  bouncing  on  the 
bottom.  Also  try  hellgram- 
mites,  stoneflies,  or  caddis 
flies  bounced  on  the  river 
bottom.  Lures  are  the  most 
reliable  way  of  catching 
fish. 

Fishing  the  Blackfoot  can 
produce  nice  catches  of  trout  for 
experienced  anglers  and  novices 


BLACKFOOT  RIVER  RECREATION  CORRIDOR 
SPECIAL  PUBLIC  USE  REGULATIONS 


By  order  of  the  Department  of  Fish.  Wildlife  &  Parks  the  attached  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  shall  govern  the  recreational  use  in  the  designated  Blackfoot  River  Recreation 
Corridor  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  recreational  priviliges  on  private  land 
The  designated  area  for  the  recreational  corridor  shall  begin  at  Johnsrud  Park, 
then  upstream  along  the  Blackfoot  River  to  the  Missoula-Powell  County  line  The  cor¬ 
ridor  shall  also  include  that  portion  of  the  Clearwater  River  from  its  confluence  with 
the  Blackfoot  River  upstream  to  Highway  200 
Public  access  is  limited  to  only  the  designated  areas  and  a  corridor  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  fifty  (50)  feet  from  the  normal  high  water  mark 
WHEREAS,  the  public  enjoyment  of  the  recreational  facilities  of  these  lands 
necessitates  rules,  regulations  and  enforcement  of  certain  protection  of  property  re¬ 
quirements  for  persons  using  these  facilities  for  recreational  purposes,  now. 
therefore,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  23-1-106  and  87-1-201  MCA 
It  is  ordered  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  lor  any  person  while  recreating  in  the  corridor 
to: 

1  Discharge  any  firearm,  fireworks,  air  or  gas  weapon,  or  arrow  from  a  bow.  on 
or  over  either  land  or  water,  except  when  and  where  specifically  allowed 

2  Permit  a  pet  animal  to  run  at  large  in  a  designated  public  camping  area  Per 
sons  in  possession  of  pet  animals  must  restrain  them  and  keep  them  under  control 
on  a  leash  in  a  manner  which  does  not  cause  or  permit  a  nuisance  or  any  annoyance 
or  danger  to  others.  The  leash  may  not  exceed  fifteen  ( 1 5)  feet  in  length  and  must  be 
in  hand  or  anchored  at  all  times  Pet  animals  may  not  be  kept  in  or  permitted  to  enter 
areas  or  portions  of  areas  posted  to  exclude  them  Persons  in  possession  of  pet 
animals  who  cause  or  permit  said  animals  to  create  a  nuisance  or  an  annoyance  to 
others  or  who  do  not  restrain  pet  animals  properly  may  be  expelled  from  the  area  in 
addition  to  being  subject  to  any  other  penalty  provided.  Animals  owned  or  possessed 
by  persons  who  are  not  staying  in  the  area  will  be  captured  and  will  not  be  returned 
to  the  owner  or  possessor  until  the  costs  of  capture  and  holding  the  animal  are  reim¬ 
bursed  to  the  Department 

3.  Drive  vehicle  oft  authorized  roads,  except  onto  parking  areas  provided 

4.  Park  any  vehicle,  trailer,  camper  or  other  vehicle  except  in  designated  parking 
areas,  nor  shall  any  person  pitch  a  tent  or  build  a  fire  or  otherwise  set  up  camp  other 
than  in  a  designated  camping  area 

5.  Maintain  occupancy  of  camping  facilities  or  space  in  any  one  designated  rec¬ 
reation  area  for  a  period  longer  than  seven  (7)  days  during  any  thirty  (30)  day 
period  Such  thirty  (30)  day  periods  shall  run  consecutively  during  the  year  com¬ 
mencing  with  the  first  day  each  person  camps  in  a  designated  recreation  area  each 
year.  No  person  may  leave  a  set  up  camp,  trailer,  camper  or  other  vehicle  unat¬ 


tended  for  more  than  forty-eight  (48)  hours  unless  the  area  is  otherwise  posted 

6  Build  fires  on  private  land  except  in  designated  campsites 

7  Leave  a  camping  area  without  completely  extinguishing  all  tires  started  or 
maintained  by  such  person 

8  Destroy,  deface,  injure,  remove  or  otherwise  damage  any  natural  or  improved 
property  (including  but  not  limited  to,  machinery,  buildings,  equipment,  fences, 
gates,  signs,  sprinkler  systems  and  irrigation  pumps),  or  willfully  or  negligently  cut. 
destroy,  or  mutilate  any  tree,  including  dead  trees,  shrubs  plants  or  other 
geological,  historical  or  archaeological  features 

9  Disturb  or  remove  the  top  soil  cover  or  permit  the  disturbance  or  removal  of 
top  soil  cover,  including,  but  not  limited  to.  digging  tor  worms,  burying  of  garbage 
and  allowing  pets  to  dig  holes 

10  Enter  upon  any  portion  of  the  area  that  is  posted  as  restricted  to  public 
passage  Public  access  along  the  river  corridor  is  limited  to  fifty  (50)  feet  from  the 
high  water  mark  except  in  areas  so  designated  Adoption  of  these  regulations  shall 
constitute  notice  to  the  public  that  entry  upon  any  property  not  subject  to  public  ac¬ 
cess  as  herein  provided  shall  be  deemed  a  trespass  without  the  necessity  of  pro¬ 
viding  any  further  written  or  verbal  notice 

11  Disturb,  harass  or  otherwise  interfere  with  livestock 

12  Post  commercial,  political  or  other  unauthorized  signs 

13.  Use  these  lands  for  any  commercial  purpose  without  permit 

14  Disorderly  conduct  such  as  drunkenness,  use  of  vile  or  profane  language, 
fighting,  indecent  exposure,  or  operation  of  a  motor  vehicle  in  a  manner  as  to  create 
a  nuisance  or  annoyance  or  danger  to  others  or  loud  or  noisy  behavior  is  prohibited, 
and  in  addition  to  any  other  penalty  provided  the  participant  may  be  expelled  from 
the  area 

15.  No  group  of  more  than  thirty  (30)  persons  may  use  a  Department  administered 
recreation  area  except  with  the  prior  permission  of  the  director  or  his  agent  Groups 
may  be  assessed  user  fees  as  determined  by  the  Commission  and  may  be  required 
to  surrender  a  deposit  to  defray  additional  or  unusual  Department  expenses  caused 
by  their  use  of  recreation  areas 

16.  The  dumping  of  trash,  garbage  or  litter 

The  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks,  after  consultation  with  and 
subject  to  the  advance  approval  of  affected  landowners,  shall  have  the  power  to  alter 
present  regulations  or  institute  any  new  regulations  deemed  necessary  lor  optimum 
management  of  the  Blackfoot  River  Recreation  Corridor  However,  these  changes 
can  only  be  accomplished  through  the  existing  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana 


5000  copies  of  this  publication  were  produced  at  a  unit  cost  of  $.50  per  copy,  for  a  total 
cost  of  $2500.00  which  includes  $1390.00  for  printing  and  $1110.00  for  distribution. 
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END  FLOATS 


Fishing  is  rated  as  good  with  the  floating  very  slow  and 
somewhat  hazardous  because  of  many  log  |ams 

This  stretch  of  river  provides  good  fishing  and  floating  The 
river  flow  increases  and  there  are  some  hazards  along  the 
way 

Fast  river  flows  in  this  section  will  task  the  inexperienced 
boater  The  fishing  is  good  and  the  high  rocky  cliff  forma¬ 
tions  provide  an  interesting  and  picturesque  setting 

Possibly  the  best  fishing  water  on  the  river  Quite  safe 
Take  plenty  of  time  to  fish 


Floating  from  this  site  commits  you  to  floating  to  the 
Clearwater  Bridge  There  is  no  public  access  until  you 
reach  that  point  Do  not  float  this  stretch  of  water  unless 
experienced  This  is  one  of  the  most  hazardous  stretches 
of  the  river  See  rapids  location  on  map 

Extremely  rocky,  floating  quite  hazardous.  Most  of  your 
time  will  be  spent  trying  to  keep  off  the  rocks  Some 
fishing 

Floating  starts  in  rocky  area  Be  ready,  use  caution  Some 
fishing  if  you  can  pull  over  and  stop. 

Good  starting  point  for  family  float  River  is  relatively  safe 
to  Whitaker  Bridge  Good  fishing,  take  plenty  of  time 

Inexperienced  floaters  should  not  try  this  stretch  of  water 
Many  hazards  along  the  way  Thibideau  Rapids  very  hazard¬ 
ous  Past  experience  shows  staying  to  the  right  side  of 
river  diminishes  chances  of  upsetting  on  large  rocks 

Excellent  family  float.  Take  plenty  of  time,  stop  and  fish. 
Excellent  fishing  holes,  very  few  hazards.  Stop  and  fish 
Rainbow  Bend 

Good  family  float  Very  few  hazards.  Take  plenty  of  time 
Good  fishing. 

End  floats  here  Note  dam  on  map.  approximately  VS i  mile 
downstream. 


